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I. THE FUTURE SIMPLE  
 

 THE FORM OF THE VERB : [ will + base ] 

 USES: 

 
 

1.  predictions based on our opinions or expectations:    تنبؤات بدون دليل 

 

(I think, I’m sure, I expect)   (possibly, probably, definitely) 
 

1. I think it …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… tomorrow. 

(rains, is going to rain, will rain) 
 

2. I expect he …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… in London.  

(study, will study, have studied) 
 

 3.  I’m sure you …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… any problem with it.  

(don’t have, won’t have, haven’t had) 
 

4. Definitely, she ……………………………………………………… tonight.  

    (will arrive, arrive, has arrived) 
 

 5.  He ……………………………… probably………………………………………… late, as usual. 

(will … be, is going to … be , is ... being) 

 
  

2. decisions made at the moment of speaking:  قرارات عفوية 

 

1. on seconds thoughts, I think I …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… it till the weekend.  

(leave, will leave, am going to leave) 
 

2. I am tired so I …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… to bed.  

(go, will go, am going) 
 

3. Someone is knocking the door so I …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… it.  

(will open, have opened, am going to open) 
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II. FUTURE WITH GOING TO 
 

 THE FORM OF THE VERB : [ is, are, am + going to + base ] 

 USES: 
 

 1. existing plans or intentions for the future (Future plans):   مستقبل مخطط له 
1. I  ……………………………………………………… cake for my friend tomorrow because it is his birthday. 

(am going to buy, will have bought, will be buying) 

  

2. She  …………………………………………………… her uncle in Paris next month.   

(will have visited, will be visiting, is going to visit) 

 

3. I  …………………………………………………… Architecture at college..   

(will have studied, will be studying, am going to study) 

 

4. Next Monday, we …………………………………………………… my brother’s graduation.   

(will celebrate, celebrate, are going to celebrate) 

 

 يجوز استخدام مضارع مستمر للتحدث عن مستقبل مخطط له 

5. Next Monday, we …………………………………………………… my brother’s graduation.   

(will celebrate, celebrate, are celebrating) 

 

2. Predictions based on evidence you have now:    تنبؤ مع دليل 
1. Look at the black sky. It ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… soon.  

(is snowing, will snow, is going to snow) 

 

2. You ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… a busy weekend. 

    (I know all the things my friend has to do at the weekend).  

(are going to have, will have, is having) 
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III. THE FUTURE CONTINUOUS 

 
• THE FORM OF THE VERB : [ will + be + V-ing ] 

• KEY WORDS: 
 

1. actions that will be in progress at a particular time in the future:  
 

by the end of the +   زمن        will be + V-ing 

 will be + V-ing      تحديد الزمن  + أحد مؤشرات المستقبل البسيط 

in + ( عدد)  + (زمن )  + time                                        will be + V-ing 
 

1. By the end of the century, more people………………………………………………..…………………… in the country than in the city.   

   (will have live, will live, will be living) 
 

2. …………………………… you …………………………………..…………………… on it tomorrow at 5:30?  

   (will …have worked, will…work, will…be working) 
 

3. We …………………………………..…………………… the football match tomorrow at 6:00 pm.  

   (will be watching, will have watched, will watch) 
 

4. I …………………………………..…………………… for my physics exam in three days’ time.  

   (will be studying, am going to study, will study) 

 
 

2. events that will happen as part of the normal course or events, or routine:  
 

- She………………………………………….…………………… her family at the weekend.  (She does it every weekend) 

      (will have visited, will visit, will be visiting) 

 

3. we don’t use stative verbs with the future continuous:  
 

(be, believe, forget, like, want, etc…) 

 

- She………………………………………….…………………… late tomorrow night. (She does it every weekend) 

      (will have been, will be, will be being) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

IV. THE FUTURE PERFECT 
 

• THE FORM OF THE VERB : [ will + have + V.3 ] 

• KEY WORDS: 
 

- actions that will be completed before a particular time in the future:  
 

by + أحد مؤشرات المستقبل البسيط      will have  + P.P 

by the time + sub + V.1                 will have  + P.P 

in + ( عدد)  + (زمن )  + time                                     will have  + P.P 

by + then                                           will have  + P.P 

 

1. They ……………………………………………………………..…………….to the U.S.A by next month.  

(had moved, will have moved, will move) 

 

2. I ………………………………………………….……………………….all my homework by the time they arrive.  

    (had done, will have done, will do) 

 

3. In 100 years' time half the world’s languages………………………………………………….……………………….   

    (had disappear, will have disappeared, will disappear) 

 

4. …………………………… you …………………………….…………………… it by then?  

   (will …have finished, will…finish, have….finished) 
 

 

 

 

V. THE FUTURE PERFECT CONTINUOUS 
 

• THE FORM OF THE VERB : [ will + have been + V.3 ] 

• KEY WORDS: 
 

- to focus on a duration of action which is still ongoing at some point in the future:  
 

for + ( عدد)  + (زمن )  + time  + أحد مؤشرات المستقبل البسيط                                   will have  + P.P 
 

 

- I ………………………………………………….…………………… in Berlin for three years in July.   

    (had have lived, will have been living, will live) 
 

 

The Future Continuous, the Future Perfect and the Future Perfect Continuous 

 are often used with:  

by (2050, next year, then, the time, etc.) and in (ten years, two months, a few months)  

(five years from now) 
 

Other modal verbs can be used instead of will with Future Continuous and Future Perfect 

forms to show different degrees of certainty (might, may, could)  

 



5 

 

VI. PROBABILITY IN THE FUTURE 
• THE FORM:  [ be + adjective + to infinitive ] 

• KEY WORDS: 
- We can use certain phrases with the structure be + adjective + to infinitive to talk about 

how probable it is that a future prediction will actually happen: 
 

be  + (bound, certain, sure)       to infinitive  (this is almost definite) 

 - When someone has lot of work, mistakes are bound to happen. 

 - I feel certain that you're doing the right thing. 

 - Her latest novel is sure to become a bestseller. 
 

be  + (likely)         to infinitive (this is probable) 

 - If I don’t write it down, I am likely to forget. 
 

be  + (unlikely)         to infinitive (this is improbable) 

 - Nevertheless, the results are unlikely to be too far from the truth. 
 

- Complete the second sentence using the word in bold so that it means the same as the first 

one. Use no more than three words in each gap.  

1) We're sure that we will find a cure for cancer in the future.  

a. We are bound to find a cure for cancer in the future.  

b. We are likely to find a cure for cancer in the future.  

c. We are unlikely to find a cure for cancer in the future.  
 

2) I don't think he will stop eating meat.  

a. He is unlikely to stop eating meat.  

b. He is sure to stop eating meat.  

c. He is certain to stop eating meat.  
 

3) Oil prices will definitely rise next year.  

      a. Oil prices are unlikely to rise next year.  

      b. Oil prices are likely to rise next year.  

      c. Oil prices are certain to rise next year.  
 

4) Violence and crime in our town will probably drop.  

a. Violence and crime in our town are unlikely to drop.  

b. Violence and crime in our town are likely to drop.  

c. Violence and crime in our town are sure to drop.  
 

5) Global heating will definitely get worse.  

a. Global heating is unlikely to get worse.  

b. Global heating is likely to get worse.  

c. Global heating is sure to get worse.  
 

6) We'll have to change our eating habits in the future without a doubt.  

a. We will definitely have to change our eating habits in the future. 

b. We will probably have to change our eating habits in the future. 

c. We will possibly have to change our eating habits in the future. 

Answers: 1. a  2. a  3. c  4. b  5. c  6. a 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/feel
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/right
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/latest
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/novel
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sure
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/become
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/bestseller
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/forget
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VII. FUTURE FORMS FOR PLANNING AND HOPES 
 

• plans:   [ be + planning / hoping + to infinitive ] 

         [ be + thinking of + V-ing ] 

 
1. I am planning to get someone to fix my car. 

2. They are hoping to do it soon. 

3. I am thinking of creating a website. 
 

• Happening very soon: [ be + about + to infinitive ] 

 
- They are about to announce a new competition. 

 
 

• Timetabled events:  [ be + due + to infinitive ]  

[ simple present ] 

 
1. It is due to go on display next week. 

2. The plane leaves tomorrow at 6:00 a.m. 
 

• Formal or official arrangements, instructions or commands: [ be + to infinitive ]  
 

- The prince is to visit the new hospital and talk to the patients. 

 

A. Choose the correct tense to complete the sentences.  

1) Will we …………………………….…………………… longer in the future?  

a. be living    b. have lived    c. have been living 

2) I won’t …………………………….…………………… this essay in time to hand it in by Friday.  

a. finish    b. be finishing   c. have finished 

3) We will …………………………….……………………  this computer for four years this year.  

a. be having    b. have had    c. have 

4) My dad …………………………….…………………… eating meat for 10 years today.  

a. won’t    b. won’t be    c. won’t have been 

5) They will …………………………….……………………  their ideas tomorrow at 5 p.m.  

a. be presenting   b. have presented   c. present 

6) It’s probable that I'll …………………………….…………………… my first driverless car by 2050.  

a. be buying    b. buy     c. have bought 

7) 3D printing …………………………….…………………… become immensely popular in 20 years’ time.  

a. is going to   b. will     c. will be 

8) In the near future, it’s likely that Artificial Intelligence will become so widespread that the 

technology …………………………….……………………  legal decisions in court or diagnosing illnesses.  

a. will be making   b. will have made   c. is going to make 

9) By that time, I …………………………….……………………  to another planet in the Solar System.  

a. will have moved   b. will have been moving  c. am going to move 

10)  I can't see you at 6 tomorrow. I …………………………….…………………… basketball as usual. 

a. will be playing   b. will have played   c. will play 
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11)  If you decide to come by this afternoon, don’t knock as I …………………………….…………………… in the back 

garden so I …………………………….……………………you. 

a. will probably be sitting  b. will probably sit   c. will probably have sat 

a. won’t be hearing   b. won’t hear    c. am not going to hear 

12)  When you come back home tonight, please try to be quiet as everybody else ………………………….…………   

     to bed.  

a. will have already gone  b. will already go   c. will already be going 

Answers:  
1. a  2. c  3. b  4. c  5. a  6. c 

7. b  8. a  9. a  10. a  11. a / b  12. a 

 

 

B. Choose the correct tense to complete the sentences.  

1) By the time I’m 25, I…………………………….…………………… to every e-sport tournament in the world.   

a. will be going   b. will go    c. am unlikely to go 

2) By the time I’m 25, I …………………………….…………………… top players in the world.  

a. will be beating   b. will beat    c. will have beaten 

Answers:  1. a  2. c   

 

C. Choose the correct option to complete the sentences.  

1)  I'm …………………………….…………………… of doing my presentation on endangered species.  

a. hoping    b. thinking    c. planning 

2)  We're hoping …………………………….…………………… a wind turbine installed this year.  

a. of having    b. to have    c. have 

3)  Talal …………………………….…………………… walking to school instead of getting the bus.  

a. is going to start   b. will be starting   c. is to walk 

4)  The programme on global warming …………………………….…………………… to go on at 6.30. 

a. starts    b. will start    c. is due  

5)  Dad's …………………………….…………………… his new electric car tonight at 7 p.m.  

a. picking up   b. about to pick up   c. to pick up 

6)  The professor …………………………….…………………… the research next week.  

a. will start    b. is due to start   c. is about to start 

7)  My sister …………………………….…………………… to paint her room.  

a. is about    b. is     c. will  

8)  They're thinking …………………………….…………………… most of their clothes to charity.  

a. to donate    b. donating    c. of donating 

9)  The King …………………………….…………………… to open the new bridge in Zarqa. 

a. will plan    b. is     c. is about 

 

Answers:  
1. b  2. b  3. a  4. c  5. a  6. b 

7. a  8. c  9. b 
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D. Complete the conversation with the phrases from the box. 

 

Lama  What's your dad …………………………….…………………… do about his car? He can’t just leave it like that.  

a. about to    b. going to    c. certain to 

 

Nada  Well, he’s …………………………….…………………… to the sales manager tomorrow.  

a. due to speak   b. unlikely to speak   c. likely 

 

Lama  I expect that lots of people …………………………….…………………… to return their cars too. Lying about 

vehicle emissions is really serious. You can't say that the car you produced has low 

emissions when it doesn't.  

a. are going to try   b. are to try    c. will be trying 

 

Nada  Dad …………………………….…………………… the car because he loves it. He…………………………….…………………… get some 

compensation though.  

a. won’t return   b. won’t have returned  c. won’t be returning 

a. is thinking of   b. is hoping to   c. is due to 

 

Lama  Really? I don't think they …………………………….…………………… everybody, will they?  

a. are unlikely to compensate b. are likely to compensate  c. will be compensating 

 

Nada  We …………………………….……………………...  

a. are to see    b. will see    c. will be seeing 

 

 

E. Look at two predictions from the texts. Which verb form is used when there is some 

evidence now for the prediction? 

1) Driverless cars are already a reality and are going to become commonplace in the next 

few years. 

2) A few lucky people will be rich and the rest of us will be much poorer. 

 

F. Match the underlined phrases (1–4) in the article to these tenses 

a. ☐ Future Perfect Simple: will have stopped 

b. ☐ Future Perfect Continuous: will have been trying 

c. ☐ Future Continuous: will be living, will be fighting 

 

G. Now match tenses a–c in Exercise 4 to explanations 1–3 below.  

1) ☐ an activity in progress at a specific time in the future (c) 

2) ☐ an activity which will be completed by a specific time (a) 

3) ☐ an activity which continues up to a specific point in the future (b) 
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H. Choose the correct answers to complete the sentences.  

1) By 2050, software …………………………….…………………… to predict traffic jams. 

a. will be able   b. will have been able  c. is going to be able 

2) In a few years, tablets won’t exist anymore. They ……………….…………………… replaced by smartwatches.  

a. will be    b. are going to be   c. will have been 

3) By the time today’s young people retire, they …………………………….…………………… for 70 years.  

a. will have been working  b. will be working   c. will have worked 

4) I don’t think we ………………………………… passwords, as computers will be able to recognize our faces.  

a. are going to need  b. will need    c. are going to need 

5) In a few decades, everyone …………………………….…………………… their own food. 

a. will be growing   b. will have been growing  c. is going to grow 

 

Answers:  
1. a  2. c  3. a  4. b  5. a   

 

 

I. Complete the article with the phrases from the box. Then listen and check.  
 

What will we be eating in the future? 

By 2075 the population of the world (will be rising, is going to rise, will have risen) to more 

than nine billion. This (is likely to mean, is unlikely to mean, is to mean) that we will need to 

use more and more land for housing. We will also need to produce more food and it (is sure, is 

unlikely, is certain) that we will be able to produce enough meat to feed all those people 

without further damaging the environment. Our eating habits (will be changing, will have been 

changing, will have to change). Luckily, scientists are already working on alternatives to meat, 

such as insects and synthetic protein. It may sound disgusting, but in a few years, all of us (are 

unlikely to eat, will have been eating, will be eating) it! 

 

J. Rewrite the sentences below using the phrases from the box.  

 

1)   This may be due to better education.  

This may have resulted from better education. 

This may have been caused by better education. 

 

2)    As a result of better medicine, people are likely to live until the age of 100. 

As a consequence of better medicine, people are likely to live until the age of 100. 

  

3)   Global warming is certain to lead to water shortages. 

Global warming is certain to cause water shortage. 

Global warming is certain to give rise to water shortage. 

Global warming is certain to result in water shortage. 
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K. Complete the sentences with the correct forms of will or going to and the verbs in brackets. 

Sometimes more than one answer is possible. 

1) My grandfather is 89 years old, but he's in great shape, so I'm sure he ………………………… to be 100. 

a. is going to live   b. will live    c. is unlikely to live  
 

2) Many experts expect that technology …………………………….…………………… living conditions for people in the 

developing world, but there's no evidence of that.  

a. is going to improve  b. is bound to improve  c. will improve 
 

3) Look at these statistics - they are very optimistic. Without a doubt, crime figures 

…………………………….……………………  to decrease in the near future. 

a. are going to continue  b. will continue   c. will be continuing 
 

4) Some people fear that robots …………………………… control of society soon, but I think that's unlikely. 

a. will be taking   b. will have taken   c. will take 
 

Answers:  
1. a / b  2. c  3. a / b  4. c     

 

L. Match sentences 1-5 with explanations a-c. 

1)  We'll be sleeping under the stars at this time next week. (a) 

2)  Dana and Eman will have watched the entire first series by the end of today. (b) 

3)  Please don't complain. I'll be revising while you're relaxing on the beach! (a) 

4)  Unfortunately, we won't have arrived by the time the restaurant closes at 9 p.m. (b) 

5)  By the time we reach the entrance, we'll have been waiting for three hours! (c) 
 

a. an activity in progress at a specific time in the future 

b. an activity which will be completed by a specific time in the future 

c. an activity which continues up to a specific point in the future 

 

M. Choose the correct words to complete the sentences. In one sentence both answers are 

possible. 

1) You've done so much revision you're …………………………….……………………  to pass your exams. 

a. bound    b. unlikely    c. likely 
 

2) With such strong winds, the airport is …………………………….……………………  to be open. 

a. bound    b. unlikely    c. likely 
 

3) Although we can't be certain, we think the pool is …………………………….……………………  to be busy today. 

a. sure    b. certain    c. likely 
 

4) After her injury, it's …………………………….……………………  that Laila will reach the finals. 

a. unlikely   b. likely    c. bound 
 

Answers:  
1. a   2. b  3. c  4. a     
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L. Manned mission to mars 
 

a. The Mars Explorer team will be leaving planet Earth in late 2065. 

b. By that time, they will have been training for their mission for over five years. 

c. They will have learned how to cope with every possible technical problem. 

d. On launch day, millions of people will be watching them set off. 

e. The five crew members will be spending 24 hours a day together. 

f. They will be flying faster than anyone has ever flown before. 

g. By the time they reach the red planet, they will have covered over 50 million kilometres. 

h. When they finally return to Earth, they will have been travelling for over three years. 

 

N. Write the questions. 

1) Will you be watching the match tomorrow? 

No, I won't be watching the match tomorrow. 
 

2) Will Faten have finished school by 4 p.m? 

Yes, Faten will have finished school by 4 p.m. 
 

3) How long will you have been training by the time you qualify as a surgeon? 

I'll have been training for nine years by the time I qualify as a surgeon. 
 

4) Will you have read both books by the weekend? 

Yes, I'll have read both books by the weekend. 
 

 

 

O. Complete the second sentence using the word in bold so that it means the same as the first 

one. 

In the not-too-distant future… 
 

1) Driverless cars will almost certainly reduce the number of road accidents.  

a. Driverless cars are sure to reduce the number of road accidents.  

b. Driverless cars are unlikely to reduce the number of road accidents.  

c. Driverless cars are likely to reduce the number of road accidents.  
 

2) Powerful computers will almost definitely become smaller, faster and cheaper.  

a. Powerful computers are almost likely to become smaller, faster and cheaper.  

b. Powerful computers are almost unlikely to become smaller, faster and cheaper.  

c. Powerful computers are almost certain to become smaller, faster and cheaper.  
 

3) The human race probably won't go and live on another planet.  

a. The human race is likely to go and live on another planet. 

b. The human race is unlikely to go and live on another planet. 

c. The human race is certain to go and live on another planet. 

Answers:  
1. a   2. c  3. b     
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P. Complete the sentences with one word in each gap. 

1) I hope that by the age of 30, I'll …………………………….… running my own successful tech business. 

a. be    b. been    c. being 

 

2) Is Abeer likely …………………………….apologise for her behaviour? 

a. of    b. in     c. to 

 

3) By the time they get home, Abbas and Jaber will have ………………………….…travelling for 18 hours! 

a. be    b. been    c. being 

 

4) Do you think you'll …………………………….………………finished your project before next week's deadline? 

a. has   b. have    c. had 

 

5) I think it's likely that …………………………… the year 2050, doctors will have found a cure for cancer. 

a. in    b. during    c. by 

 

6) Five years ………………………… now, Kamal will have gained his degree in astrophysics. 

a. from   b. in     c. on 

 

Answers:  
1. a   2. c  3. b  4. b  5. c  6. a    

 

Q. Complete the text with the correct forms of the verbs in brackets. 

 

By the time I get on the train next Saturday, I’ll have been planning (plan) this trip for two 

months! I will have saved up (save up) enough money to pay for a rail pass which will allow 

(allow) me to travel around Europe for one month. I’ve got a few days left before my trip, 

during which I will be preparing (prepare) my bags and buying any last-minute things I need 

for the journey. When I arrive at the platform on Saturday, my friend Hamed will be waiting 

(wait) for me. We will be travelling (travel) everywhere by train and staying in different 

towns and cities on the way. By the end of the week, I hope we will have reached (reach) 

Athens. I’m really excited about this trip. We've spent so much time preparing that I think 

our plan is bound to succeed (bound/succeed). What could possibly go wrong for us? 
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VIII. FUTURE FORMS  
 

a. an action that is expected to happen in the normal course of events  

She’ll be explaining how to understand  
 

b. a timetabled or scheduled future event  

It starts at 7 p.m. in the auditorium.  
 

c. something that has already been decided  

I’m going to turn them into shorts.  
 

d. a future arrangement with another person  

The labels on clothes. I’m meeting her next week to finalise  
 

e. a future action decided now  

Send me the details … I’ll take a look.   

 

A. In pairs, discuss the pair of sentences. Explain the difference in meaning, if any.  

1. Sorry about breaking your favourite mug. I’ll buy you a new one, I promise.  

    will is used to describe decision at the moment of speaking 
 

2. I’m going to buy a new coat today.  

    be going to describes an action which has already been planned or decided. 

 

B. Read the rules a–d below and complete the sentences with an appropriate form.  

We use these phrases to talk about the future:  

a. for plans, we can use be planning/hoping to + infinitive or be thinking of + gerund  

b. for things happening very soon, we can use be about to + infinitive  

c. for timetabled events, we can use be due to + infinitive  

d. for formal or official arrangements, instructions or commands, we can use  

be to + infinitive  
 

1) So, I am hoping / am planning to set up a small business recycling and customising denim. 

(a) 

2) I am thinking of selling them online once I have enough items to sell. (a) 

3) I am just about to start working on a project to design a shop window display. (b) 

4) It is due to go on display to the public at the beginning of next week. (c) 

5) So, I am planning to get an expert to come in and talk to the whole school about the topic. (a) 

6) Students are to arrive at 7 p.m. at the auditorium. (d) 

  

C. Choose the correct forms to complete the sentences about a car boot sale.  

1) The monthly sale ………………………….…at 10 a.m. 

a. starts    b. is starting    c. will start 
 

2) I………………………….…and sell all my old sports equipment. 

a. try     b. am trying    c. am going to try 
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3) As usual, they ………………………….…tickets at the gate. 

a. will have sold   b. are selling    c. will be selling 
 

4) I………………………….…my cousin there at 9 a.m. to set up our stall. 

a. am going to meet   b. will meet    c. am meeting 
 

5) It sounds fun - maybe we ………………………….…along too.  

a. are going to come   b. will come   c. are coming 

Answers: 1. a   2. c  3. c  4. c  5. b   

   

D. Look at the poster and complete the sentences with the correct forms of the verbs in brackets. 

Sometimes more than one answer is possible.  

1)  The annual charity day ………………………….…at 9 a.m. 

a. is going to begin    b. begins   c. will begin 
 

2)  29 July? Yes, I think I ………………………….… 

a. am going to come   b. am coming   c. will come 
 

3)  It's been decided that we ………………………….…money for a children’s charity. 

a. are gong to rise    b. are rising   c. will rise 
 

4)  As in previous years, the head teacher ………………………….… how much money we have raised at the  

end of the day. 

a. is going to announce   b. will be announcing c. will announce 
 

5)  On 28 July, my classmates and I ………………………….…cakes to sell. 

a. are baking    b. will be baking  c. will bake 

Answers: 1. b   2. c  3. a  4. b/c  5. a/b    

 

E. Put the words in order to make sentences. 

1) the winners / announce / they/ to / are / about  

They are about to announce the winners. 
 

2) planning/ we / go/ on holiday / this summer /to/ are  

We are planning to go on holiday this summer. 
 

3) are/you/ apologise / at once / to / !  

You are to apologise at once! 
 

4) begin / is / the concert / due / at 8 p.m. / to  

The concert is due to begin at 8 p.m. 
 

5) hoping / turtles and dolphins / to / we're / see  

We are hoping to see turtles and dolphins. 
 

6) of /my summer job / thinking / quitting / I'm  

I’m thinking of quitting my summer job. 
 

7) the café / shut down /is / on Friday /to  

The café’ is to shut down on Friday. 
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SPEAKING 
Problem-solving 

 
EXPRESSING INDECISION  
 

I'm torn between a new drinking fountain and a plastic recycling bin.  
 

I'm on the fence about the advertising campaign.  
 

I'm having second thoughts.  
 

I can't make up my mind.  
 

On the one hand, this is a fun idea, but on the other hand, not everybody can afford it.  
 

I can’t put my finger on it, but something's not right with it.  

 

 

EXPRESSING AGREEMENT  
 

You're spot on! / Absolutely!  
 

That's what I was going to say!  

 

 

EXPRESSING DISAGREEMENT 
 

It doesn't grab me.  
 

I think we're on the wrong track.  
 

That's a good point, but I don't know if everybody will agree.  
 

OK, but another option might be to reduce plastic use within the town.  
 

Seriously?!  

 

 

REACHING A DECISION  
 

So, let's make a decision on this.  
 

OK, so will we go with the first one?  
 

It looks as if we agree that the first poster is more suitable. 
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1. Complete the speaking box with the phrases from the box: 

A. fence    D. mind  G. track 

B. finger   E. second  H. what 

C. grab    F. spot   I. with 
 

 
Expressing indecision  

I’m torn between … and …  

I’m on the fence (about) …  

I’m having second thoughts.  

I can’t make up my mind.  

On the one hand, … but on the other hand, … 

I can’t put my finger on it, but …  

 

 

Expressing agreement  

You’re spot on!  

That’s what I was going to say! /Absolutely!  

 

 

Expressing disagreement  

It doesn’t grab me.  

I think we’re on the wrong track.   

That’s a good point, but …  

Ok, but another option might be … Seriously?!  

 

 

Reaching a decision  

So, let’s make a decision on this.  

Okay, so shall we go with….?  

It looks as if we agree that … 

 
2. Complete the discussion with phrases from the Speaking box.  

 
Aisha: Which poster do you prefer?  

 

Faten: I don’t know. I’m (am having second thoughts, am torn between) this one with the  

water bottle, and that one with the bright colours.  

 

Nadia: I can’t put (my finger on it, up my mind) but the one with the water bottle doesn’t  

(make up my mind, grab me) 

 

Faten: Maybe it’s just not original?  

 

Aisha: I don’t think this idea will really inspire people to take part. It takes a lot of  

            effort to remember to bring in a reusable bottle. We need to think about how to  

            motivate people to do it.  
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Faten: That’s a (good point, what I was going to say) but maybe that depends on how we  

present the concept.  

 

Nadia: Yes, you’re (spot on, absolutely) Faten! That’s why we need a poster that really makes  

an impact.  

 

Aisha: OK, let’s make a decision on which poster then. Will (we make up our minds, we go  

with) the one with the bright colours?  

 

Nadia: Yes, it looks (as if we agree, to make a decision on this) that one is the best idea.  

 

 

3. Choose the correct words to complete the sentences.  

1) It looks as (if, like) we agree that we need a recycling bin in each classroom.  
 

2) I'm (on, over) the fence about it to be honest.  
 

3) OK, but another (option, decision) might be to wait a bit longer.  
 

4) So, let's (do, make) a decision on this, shall we? 

 

  

4. Complete the conversation with the correct words from the Speaking box. 

 

Fadi: So we have to choose one of these posters to promote our environmental  

          campaign - the school clothes swap day. What do you think? I'm (torn, on the fence)  

          between these two.  
 

Talal: that’s what I was going to (think, say) I can’t make up my (brain, mind)which one  

though. I mean-on the one (hand, fence) the poster with the wave of clothes is 

visually striking, but on the other hand, the one with the two guys is quite funny.  
 

Fadi: It is, but something about it doesn’t (finger, grab) me. I can't quite put my  

(grab, finger on it. Maybe it needs a better caption or something?  
 

Talal: That's a good (option, point) but I’m not sure! can think of anything better.  
 

Fadi: Maybe something like ‘Clothes swap day - not just for girls!’  
 

Talal: Hmm. I think we're on the wrong (track, fence) with the gender thing. How about  

           ‘You never know what you'll find at clothes swap day’. Sort of like these two  

           guys found each other among the clothes, if you know what I mean.  
 

Fadi: I think you're (spot, absolutely) on!  I like it!  
 

Talal: OK, so will we (go, make) with this one then?  
 

Fadi: Definitely. I'll change the caption and print a few off.  

 

 

 
 


